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Welcoming people
with all needs and all abilities
within the scope of our Library services.



“ Libraries as Community
Inclusion Opportunities

oBeing in the community is not the
A community crossroads

A connections with people, activities,
and information

’ A offering services across the life span

- Bill Gaventa& Sue Hapshaw
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Q*J’ What is autism?



$ Q Autism...

... IS a developmental disability,
whi ch appears 1 n @
the age of 3, characterized by deficits

or impairments in language, social
Interactions and communication,

and by difficulties with behavior.



" Autism

Autism was initially
misdiagnosed and treated
as a mental disease or
a psychological disorder
mistakenly thought be to
be brought upon
parenting style, parental
neglect or abuse.

Autism is a broad spectrum
neurological disorder.



Pervasive Developmental Disorders

‘ Autistic Disorder l
/

Childhood Disintegrative Pervasive Developmental
Disorder

l Disorder NOS l

Rett s Disorder Asperger 0s



“ Demographics

A Approximately 1 out of 110 people in the U.S.
population is currently diagnosed with autism.
(for boys, Itos 1 1 n 70).

A In New Jersey, prevalence of autism is 1 out of 94.
A Your town is not excluded from this statistic.

A While we may not think we have seen individuals
with autism in our library, it does not mean
t hat they arenot already

* October 2009 (Revised from the 2007 level of 1 in 150)



“ Local Numbers

From the NYSED 2012



“ Variations in Autism

repetitive behaviors difficulty reading social cues

difficulty mixing in with other people

oversensitive to pain

spin objects
not cuddl . L :
y apparent insensitivity to noise

resist changes in routine

Inappropriate attachment to objects

oversensitive to noise .
extreme passivity

apparent insensitivity to pain




“ Did you know that all Behavioris
a form of Communication? =

7\
Behavior is communicating the need for v
Aattention |
Ahelp
Aescape from demands
Asensory stimulation

Atangible object
a toy, a book, a computer sessic




“ Autism through the Life Span

A Autism is a lifelong disability, although
a small percentage of children will lose
their diagnostic label with intense early
intervention.

A Many persons show improvements
In functioning over time.

A An individual with autism is expected
to live a typical life span.

A Issues change over time with
development (infancy, childhood,
adolescence, adulthood).



& What can libraries do?



Information

Keeping Current ACCeSS 10
Technology
YOUR TheASD PUBLIC
[OCAL Community LIBRARY
Support Groups Community

Programming Resources
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A There are ofti
or prosthetics
having a disa

AOnl ook
behavi
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The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
were passed specifically to ensure that

people with disabilities have

equal access to community life and facilities. "X
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g Strategies for Successful
Customer Service

Libraries CASTENCE
and Autism ‘I rg\ Service Tips
We're connected. 1o L e e i
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ool 10 1he Derson with st
edieect atierior
Ask common soud question
Offer (o relocate Othe! patrons
~ ‘J Emorgency Tips
Call 9
Do not touch the Indvidus
Avord standing too clow
6 " Ralationship Bullding Tips
DON't be condescending
8e aware of your own UGS and avosrd bang udgsmental
DON't consider the caregiver as an iImtarmediary
Ne 40 aen

0
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* Strategies for Success

Assess communication style
Averbal
Apicture system
Aaugmentative / alternative system
Asign language
Asmart phones, tablets, ipads,-eecaders



Adapted Materials . fummsvimom oa

A Materials should be simple. |
Afew words on a page

T AL o T

Apictures to explain them | esmsayosmsn St @

A Use handson and meaningful activities.
A Use adapted books.

A Depend on Social Stories: stepy-step activity
descriptions with words and pictures.



The Scotch Plains Public Library

This 1s My Library
The Scotch Plains Public Library

This is the inside of my library. These arc the times I can use my library.

LIBRARY HOURS
Monday 9am - 9pm
Pam -

Pam -

July & August
saturdey Sem Ip™
June, July & Augest
Sunday Closed

This 1s a library card.

[ean use my library card to check-out, remew or return books or tapes er vidoss I need to bring my card when 1 go to the library. The card lets me check out
or DVDs to use outside the library. books and use the computers






